THE  SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

those days the Sutlej flowed much further south
than it does at present.1

These people were ruled by numerous chiefs,
who were referred to as the hundred kings of
Bahlika.

At the time of the great war the paramount
ruler of the Bahlikas was Salya, a grandson of
Somadatta, or Vahlika, a Bharata chief who had
succeeded to the throne of the Bhalika raja, his
maternal grandfather.2 Salya and other Bhalika
chiefs were present at the swayambara, or choice
of a husband, oi Rukmini, when she was carried
off by Krishna.3

Although the Bahlikas, or Takhas, were " good
and well-born Kshatriyas," 4 and intermarried
with the Bharatas, they were evidently unre-
generate, and had not yet adopted Aryan customs.
This is confirmed, as we shall soon see, by the
practices ascribed to them.

The Madras were one of the most important
tribes of the Bahlikas. Sakala, the capital of
the Bahlika raja, was a city of the Madras.6 In
the Katha Sarit Sagara the Madras are said to

1J.R.A.S., Jan., 1:893.

2 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. cxxvi.     Ib. Udyoga,

Bhagavatyana, p. cxlviii.

3 Harivansa, Langlois, cxx. 493.

4 Mahabharata, Sabha, Dyuta, p. xxxix.

5 Ib.    Sabha, Digvijaya, p. xxxii.
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